




75 and going
strong

Six years ago in
March 2003 the

first issue of
 TechSmart hit the
streets. It was
printed on A3
 newspaper, folded to
A4, and boasted the
proud headline
“ADSL coming to
South Africa”. 7.5  million copies later, the magazine is
stronger than ever. While we can go on  celebrating the past,
it’s the future that’s of more importance. 

The  redesigned www.techsmart.co.za is growing at a
phenomenal rate, with an average of 1400  people visiting the
site per day. If you like the mag, you’ll love the site, seeing as
all the content is fresh and the  reviews are more in-depth. 

Our  distribution network is also  expanding and this year
we’ve received ABC certification  validating distribution of a
massive 99 091 copies per month.

To all our advertisers, and most of all, you our readers,
thanks for your support during 75 awesome issues. Enjoy this
 jam-packed Xmas edition. 

Mike Joubert <michael@techsmart.co.za>
I’m standing in Lenovo HQ in Beijing, China. More on that in
the Jan Issue.
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What’s that gadget that you just can’t live without?
My iPod touch!

How do you keep yourself occupied on your way to your
next gig during a road trip?
I try to read a lot. I bring a few books with me wherever I go.
I’m always listening to my iPod as well.

So which local artists are you currently listening to? Is
your dad present?
I’ve got all my dad’s albums! I’ve also got some Nude Girls,
Just Jinjer and Arno Carstens.

And the most shocking act on your iPod?
I listen to all kinds of music so I do have a lot of random stuff
like West African music and traditional Southern Blues. I also
have Imogen Heap, which I suppose is kind of girly…ha ha.

Do you still buy CDs or do you do your music shopping
online?
I still buy CDs, but if it’s an overseas artist that hasn’t been
 released in SA yet then I go through iTunes.

How is your Facebook presence working out for you?
It’s going really well. Online presence is so important these
days as the music industry is moving towards the internet as a
primary platform for artists. For this reason I’ve tried to focus
on maintaining frequent online interactions with fans to keep
people in tune with gigs and new releases etc. I also have the
fan-club on my website to keep people informed about what
I’m up to.

PC/ Xbox 360/ PS3/ Nintendo Wii?
Xbox.

PC or Mac?
PC.

What’s next for Jesse Clegg?
I’m performing solidly till the end of the year and doing promo
for this album, we still have two more singles to go so there’s
still a long road ahead. I’m also working on new material and
will begin recording middle of next year.

Since his debut
 single, Today,
reached the top of
the charts, Jesse
Clegg has been a
busy man. He was
 nominated for two
SAMA awards and
performed at the
 Mandela Day
 concert in New York
City. We caught up
with him to talk
tech. 

• A new subscriber can request to have their new
 subscrip�on package (Modem & SIM Card) personalised
with a Christmas card and message, then gi� wrapped
and couriered to the person of their choice.

• The contract will be pre-ac�vated to ensure the user has
no delay in using their gi�. 

• A special delivery date can be arranged un�l 23rd
 December (working days only). 

• The gi� recipient will also be en�tled to the December
2009 new subscriber offerings.

We have limited stock on pink HSUPA modems!
Conditions:
• Standard Terms and Condi�ons apply.
• Offer only valid for delivery in South Africa.
• Valid un�l 23 December only.
• Package delivery cannot be split.

www.goggaconnect.co.za
Call Centre No: 08600 GOGGA (46442)

Email: sales@goggaconnect.co.za

THE BEST DATA PRICING IN SA!

SA’s best known independent

WIRELESS INTERNET
Service Provider

Send that Special Someone a Gift
Wrapped Subscription

All our exis�ng subscribers will be eligible for 50MB of Free
Data on Christmas Day. Skype your family members or send
Christmas photos to loved ones instead of the usual
 Christmas SMS.

Conditions:
• Standard Terms and Condi�ons apply.
• Dependant on Vodacom itemised billing and �mings.
• Gogga Connect is not responsible for Network or other billing  delays.
• The user is responsible for monitoring his own data usage on the day.

GOGGA CHRISTMAS BONUS

Wish a Loved One
a Gogga Christmas!
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Write to us at info@techsmart.co.za6 LETTERS

Hi TechSmart,

For me the SEACOM cable definitely
makes the list this year. It is a great
achievement and a technological boost
for our country, looking at South African
social networking, computing and
 cellphone technologies. The SEACOM
 cable puts us right at the cutting edge of
technology.

I hope SEACOM can help to improve
the communication industry’s efficiency
and reliability, service delivery, online
conferences, remote computing, file
sharing broadcasting and advertising.
And I think general data and line usage
costs (in the long run though) will come
down. 

Emanuel M Nchabeleng

Hi Emanuel, 

I agree, I think
 SEACOM is a big leap
forward, not just for
us, but also for Africa.
I am looking forward
to the launching of other underwater data
cables on our shores. Enjoy your  Lexmark
printer! Mike

Last month we asked you: We’re looking for your favourite tech product of 2009.
Let us know what  deserves our top 10 tech awards.

Hi Ed,

Like every other sector effected by the
global economic downturn, the gaming
industry was stuck in a rut this year.
Gaming console sales stagnated and
games sales didn’t fair much better
 either. The effect of which were job cuts,
most notably at Electronic Arts (EA) who
cut 1500 jobs globally. 

Enter Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2
and it didn’t only rejuvenate the gaming
industry, it broke all previous records for
a video game release generating about
$550 million (approx. R4 125 billion) in
sales in the first five days of its release.
Definitely my product of 2009.

Alexander 
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Letter of the Month

Question: 
What do you  expect the
biggest technological trend
to be for 2010? Let us know
by emailing us on
info@techsmart.co.za.

The Letter of the Month
wins the incredible Lexmark
INTERACT 3-in-1 printer,
scanner and copier with
touch-screen. It includes
paper saving Eco Mode and
a three-year guarantee with
lifetime phone support.

Cradle-to-cradle design
philosophy means at the
end of the device’s usable
life, it can be completely
recycled into a new
 product of equivalent
 quality.

GREEN Fast Fact

How does Santa get his letters
from here...

to here?
M12 Plus
330g / Extremely portable / Scan Business Cards / 
Scan to Microsoft Office Suite / 
Scan to PDF / Scan to Printer /
Power via USB / OCR Software

SmartOffice PS281
Scan Business Cards / 
Scan to searchable PDF / 
Ideal for Office use /
20 PPM Simplex

SmartOffice PS286
Scan Business Cards / 
Scan to searchable PDF / 
Portable / Plug and play /
25 PPM Duplex 

R3299

R999

R2399

For scanners, large or small
give Andrew from imageTek a call
Tel. 011-608-1964 or
andrew@imagetek.co.za

TechSmart.co.za 
online poll results

Which phone gets your
vote as handset of the year?

Apple iPhone 3GS                 40%
HTC Hero      31%
Nokia 5800 XpressMusic        29%

By scanning them, of course!



Why the pretty face

Guys, face it: women are the fairer   sex –
and science has just confirmed it.

 According to a study recently published in the
journal Perception, the difference  between
human male and female facial  features is

skin-deep. Irrespective of race, women’s facial skin tends to be
lighter than men’s. However, eye and lip colour seem to be
equally hued among both sexes. This means that there is a
 bigger contrast between the eyes and lips, and the surrounding
skin in women’s faces, than in those of men. When scientists
created pictures of androgynous faces and increased the facial
contrast, the faces appeared distinctly more feminine – and
were also judged more attractive.* The results support what
cosmetics companies have been saying all along: a little eye
shadow and a dash of extra lip colour make us gals even more
beautiful. 

* Have a look at the faces at http://tinyurl.com/ylzcmy9

Fast feet

Sprinters’ bodies are built for speed – right
down to their feet. A study recently

 published in the Journal of Experimental
 Biology, showed that foot anatomy may help
to shave another few milliseconds off  winning

sprints. Scientists measured the  distance  between the heel and
the end of the toes of 12 top sprinters and 12  slowpokes of the
same height, while also  calculating the  leverage generated by
each runner’s Achilles tendon. For  sprinters, the distance
 between the tendon and the centre of  rotation of the ankle was
about 25% shorter than for   non-sprinters. Acceleration
 simulations based on the  measurements showed that a
 combination of short  tendon–ankle distance and long toes was a
sure winner. A shorter  tendon–ankle distance means the calve

Titbits 9SCI NEWS

Extra Extra Extra!
Seven questions that keep physicists up at night:
http://tinyurl.com/yjjup7j
A cool introduction to the human brain:
http://tinyurl.com/lt9d4m
Why the aliens won’t be bipedal: 
http://tinyurl.com/yh2794g 
Evolution. What it is and how it works:
http://tinyurl.com/ykocr3t

muscle has to shorten less, which creates more muscle force;
longer toes mean  contact time between foot and ground is
slightly longer. With the stronger downward force, the counter
force from the ground thus generates just that extra  little push
to the finish line. 

Listening on the fly

If you thought butterflies’ delicate wings are
just for show, think again. A study,

 published in the Journal of Experimental
 Biology, recently showed that South
 American Blue Morpho butterflies (Morpho

peleides) have ‘ears’ on their wings. The structures look like
stretched elastic with an odd oval dome in the middle and are
attached directly to a  sensory organ that turns sound waves
into neural signals.  Low-pitch sounds cause only the protruding
part of the  membrane to vibrate, while sounds of higher pitches
make the entire  membrane vibrate. These butterflies may thus
detect sounds over a wider pitch range than other insects with
wing-ears, which the scientists believe creates a superior early
warning system to escape from predators. Sensitivity to low
pitch sounds may warn of an approaching bird’s wing beats,
while sensitivity to higher pitches may pick up on its song,
 allowing the butterflies to deftly dodge a bird’s dinner plate. [LP]

The Zenith Advanced Recovery and Continuity Appliance (ARCA)

is a network-attached storage device for Windows Servers that

comes preloaded with all backup, recovery and virtualization

 software it needs to protect your business. It’s a perfect

 complement or replacement to existing tape backups because of

its ability to provide near-term, near-line recovery from a single file,

database or mail message, up to a full production server, in

 minutes. When compared to other backup or storage solutions, the

Zenith ARCA offers a unique set of features that sets it apart:

• Block Level Transfer for More Efficient, Reliable Backups.

• 15 Minute Incremental Snapshots for More Frequent Recovery 

Point  Objectives.

• Total Windows Server Backup Preserves OS and Applications, 

not just Data.

• Restore systems in a fraction of the time of conventional backups.

• Automatic and Non-Disruptive with No Backup Windows Needed.

• Exchange Granular Recovery, restore down to the message level.

• Rapid Failover Server Virtualization, right on the ARCA.

• Bare Metal Restore, even to dissimilar hardware.

• Industry Standard Encryption to keep your backups safe.

• Multiple Replication Schemes.

• Integrated Management and Reporting.

The ARCA meets the RPO standards of higher priced con�nuity
solu�ons by storing 48 hours of backups at 15-minute
 intervals, 14 daily backups, 5 weekly backups and 30 Day
 backups forever!

Keeping Problems from
Becoming Disasters

Backup & Application Recovery

Should you need additional info or a demo, please do not

hesitate to contact us at:

0861-777-787  l info@remoteq.com l  www.remoteq.com

For file and database recovery, the Zenith ARCA brings simplicity, speed

and reliability to an often painful task. By taking 15 minute snapshots of

each server, the ARCA eliminates the time-wasting tasks of tape recovery

with added protection against corrupted open files or databases that block

level replication provides.

After the initial full backup, all future backups are incrementals. Backups

taken by the ARCA are taken at the block level. This is below the file and

folder level, and is more efficient. An incremental chain is created and only

the changes are backed up, reducing backup windows.

Titbits8 TECH NEWS

No more free news?

According to Jonathan Miller, News Corp’s chief digital
 officer, media mogul Rupert Murdoch is ready to block

Google’s access to News Corp websites in the next year. He
commented that the move will see the company lead the
media industry in a new direction away from free news
 content to paid, high-end news products. The step to block
Google will take place over “months and quarters – not
weeks” though. 

Free Google sat-nav on your 
Android 2.0 device

The first phone to offer free Google Maps 
Navigation is the Motorola Droid, running on

the Android 2.0 platform. Google Maps 
Navigation will initially be available in the United
States only. Google Maps Navigation features 3D
map views, turn-by-turn voice guidance and automatic
 rerouting. Garmin and Nokia Maps beware! 

Hot New Tech 
Casio Exilim EX-FS10S Golfing assist camera
The Exilim Casio EX-FS10 is a new  compact
camera  designed to assist golfers with their
swing. The EX-FS10 analyses your posture
and based on the data it  collects, it  provides
tips on improving your swing. Small and
 stylish, it  features a 9 megapixel sensor and 
 supports up to 3x optical zoom.

Sony Ericsson Xperia X10 
Sony Ericsson unveiled their first Android-phone,
the Xperia X10, last month. It features a large 4"
touch-screen, 8 megapixel camera, HSDPA,   Wi-Fi
and up to 1 GB of memory. The phone is  powered
by the 1 GHz Qualcomm Snapdragon processor.

Motorola Droid 
There’s massive hype surrounding the Motorola Droid (pic
above), which runs on  Android 2.0, comes equipped with a 3.7"
capacitive touch-screen and boasts an Arm Cortex A8 proces-
sor clocked at 550 MHz, a 5 megapixel camera, DVD-quality
video capabilities and 16 GB of on-board storage space. Typing
is a breeze  because of the side-sliding, full QWERTY keyboard.

Ricoh GXR compact with interchangeable lenses 
Ricoh went modular with the introduction of the new GXR
 system. It features two separate  components: 
1) a body with LCD display and 2) different lens with  integrated
sensors. The first two lenses are a 24–70 mm
lens on top of a 10 megapixel CCD sensor
that can shoot VGA videos and a more
 expensive 50 mm macro lens with a CMOS
sensor which supports HD video capturing.

Facebook: TechSmart Magazine
Twitter: @TechSmartMag

FOLLOW US

Interconnectivity rates on South 
African networks to drop from 2010

Interconnect fees are to be reduced by 36 cents from early
next year, this according to Communications Minister

Siphiwe Nyanda. He said the newly agreed upon reduced
 mobile termination rates (MTR) by Cell C, Vodacom and MTN
would be 89 cents in peak times, down from R1.25. Off peak
rates will remain at 77 cents however. MTR is the fee one
 network charges another for receiving calls on its network. 

techsmart.co.za l December 09
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Nokia’s first  touch-screen, the 5800 XpressMusic, enjoyed a
very friendly reception in the TechSmart office. It included

A-GPS, HSDPA, Wi-Fi
and had a lovely
3.2" resistive
touch-screen.
Although it
lacked the
smooth style of
the iPhone, it
also lacked the    price-
tag; available on a
weekender contract. When we
reviewed it, we named it the best
mid-range phone on the market, and we
stand by it.

TOP TECH
2009

Top 1010 FEATURE

Our annual list of the 10 products or technologies that
achieved benchmark status holds few surprises this
year. In a tough economic year it was the big boys that
stood out, o�en subs�tu�ng  revolu�onary product
 development for innova�on and enhancement of
 exis�ng products or value adding services. Without
futher ado we present our Top Tech for 2009.

The MiFi 2353 is a  personal,
mobile Wi-Fi hotspot and

is one of the most
 impressive gadgets we’ve
reviewed all year. As a
 battery operated  wireless
router with an HSPA modem
you can pop a SIM card with data
minutes into the device and instantly
setup a Wi-Fi connection for up to five
users with coverage of up to 10 m. You can
even use it as a basic, portable NAS device
and it features built-in A-GPS, allowing
you to use location based services from your netbook. The
only issue we took with the device is that it costs a cool
R2000. (See p26 for review.)

MiFi 235210>>

techsmart.co.za l December 09

Nokia 5800 XpressMusic9>>

Officially launched
in South Africa,

mibli is an  ingenious
phone application. It
works on basic
 handsets, is network
 agnostic and light on
data, making it the
ideal app for the
 developing world.
Twittering, updating a

Facebook status, reading RSS feeds and perform-
ing basic  transactions are  services now open to
millions – for free. mibli, powered by Microsoft
OneApp could  literally reach the next billion

 people. Available to download from www.mibli.com.

In October Google SA
announced a whole

range of new
 functionality on Google
Maps South Africa. This
included support for
finding local  businesses;
driving directions to
 locations in South Africa
and the ability to create
personalised maps
using My Maps. It
makes the service amazingly useful and for business owners
it’s a must to list their location online for free (see p35 for
more info). Google are currently snapping our streets, and
their Street View service, which shows street-level pictures of
cities, should be up and running just in time for the 2010 World
Cup.

The Hero was the third HTC Android
 smartphone to land in South Africa this

year; and in our opinion the best. It’s the
first Android device that focuses more on
 usability than on the technology behind
 Android. The fact that the Android Market
was available when the phone was
launched added greatly to its appeal. It
stands out as a second generation Android
device and points the way forward for
great things on the  platform. 

HTC Hero5>>

In 2002 the
 legendary David

Bowie said, “Music
 itself is going to
 become like running
water or electricity.”
Nokia’s Comes with
Music service made all
the latest tunes as
freely available as
water, as long as your
data bundle  didn’t
buckle underneath the pressure. Comes with Music gives you
access to the five  million tunes on Nokia’s Music Store, yours
to download and keep if you bought the  XpressMusic 5130,
5530 or 5630 on contract.

Nokia Comes with Music service8>> 7>>mibli, powered by Microsoft OneApp

6>>Google Maps SA

cont... p12



The three Android smartphones we got our
hands on this year, all from HTC, left us

more than a bit excited
about the  future of this
platform. Developed by
Google, it has awesome

integration with their
 services such as Gmail,
Google Maps and  Calendar
and an easy-to-use
 interface. 

Android has been
well received in the

 market and their apps
store over at 

android.com
/market will
only grow. At the
rate it has been
picked up by other

 manufacturers, and
the  lackluster 

performance of other
platforms (read

 Windows  Mobile 6.5), 
Android has an

 exciting future ahead of
it.

1>> The Android Platform

The little Atom processor was featured
on our 2008 Top 10 list thanks to it

being the catalyst for the netbook
 revolution. This year we saw it powering
a number of small, low-wattage desktop
PCs, dubbed nettops. Desktop sales
have been dwindling for a while now,
mostly due to the affordability of
 laptops, these small form factor nettops,
basically a whole PC stuck in a box
about half the size of a six-pack, are
clawing back some market share.
 Nettop all-in-ones such as the Acer
eMachines EZ1601 and Asus  EeeTop
ET1602  feature integrated  displays.
They look
 gorgeous and
are a lot less
 cumbersome
than the old
ugly tower 
you always
 struggled to
find space for. 

techsmart.co.za l December 09

TOP TECH 2009 cont.

Top 1012 FEATURE

4>>Nettops 

To be perfectly honest Windows 7 is
what Vista should have been. Less

resource intensive and cumbersome, 7
offers a far friendlier and faster
 Windows experience than Vista ever
did. A number of small but impressive
 additions such as Snap and Jump Lists
make life on Windows 7 a lot more
pleasant. Good feedback on the beta
release ensured that first week unit
sales of 7 in the US were 234% higher
than that of Vista. If you’re still stuck
on XP you can feel comfortable moving
to 7. 

Prizes

1st Prize: R15 000 towards your 

dream holiday + a Nokia6710 Navigator handset

2nd Prize: R5 000 towards your dream holiday +

a Nokia6710 Navigator handset

3rd Prize: A Nokia6710 Navigator handset

The competition closes on 30 January 2010.

It’s no longer good enough for
 smartphones to simply be smart, they

also need to be fast. That’s why
 Samsung went on about the 800 MHz
processor in the Jet and why Qualcomm
recently unleashed the Snapdragon 1
GHz smartphone processor.
 Unsurprisingly, Apple kicked off the
speed war earlier this year by
 announcing the iPhone 3GS, with the S
 representing speed. 

Apparently twice as fast as its
 predecessor, the 3GS is still the slickest
device around with 256 MB of RAM, a
600 MHz CPU and the iPhone 3.0 OS,
which finally brought copy, cut and
paste and MMS to the phone. 

2>>Apple iPhone 3GS3>>Windows 7

WIN WITH

Register on Ovi.com and plan your

dream South African holiday

 destination on Ovi Maps.

Simply send the route to 

Lifetime.navigation@ovi.com with a

rationalisation explaining why this will be

the holiday that will be  remembered as

the memories of a lifetime. 



Hardware
We expected the first
HTC to carry WM 6.5 to
really fly the flag for the
platform,  instead we
found the Touch2 to be
a fairly average smart-
phone,  featuring a
528 MHz  Qualcomm
 processor, 512 MB of
internal memory, a
3.2 megapixel fixed
focus camera and a
 2.8"  resistive  touch-
screen. 
The QVGA display
resolution is the
first thing to let the
device down. As a
full touch  device, the
Touch2 would have really
benefited from a little more screen real
estate. The lack of an accelerometer is another  shortcoming as
you are unable to  rotate the device 90-degrees to expand the
onscreen QWERTY keyboard. Lastly the phone’s 3.2 megapixel
camera is near useless as it cannot auto-focus. 

On a more positive note the device features all the
 connectivity options you could want, built-in GPS, really solid
build quality, a microSD slot that can be accessed without
 having to remove the back case and a 3.5 mm jack. Its
 battery life is also rather good, offering a couple of days of life
with reasonable use. 

Windows Mobile 6.5
WM 6.5 really fails to impress on the Touch2. It’s easier to use
than WM 6.1, especially noticeable when using its honeycomb
Start menu which offers a staggered layout of icons for all you
applications. The trouble however is that it isn’t easier to use,
by a long shot, than a number of its competitors. While there
is far less need to pull out the old stylus, there are still times
when it’s necessary, closing applications is an example of such. 

Two additions to WM 6.5 we did enjoy were the Windows
Marketplace which is fairly straightforward to use, despite
being under under-“stocked” by apps, and the My Phone online
backup service for you images, contacts and messages. 

Conclusion
The HTC Touch2 is a rather average smartphone, offering very
little that’s unique or competitive. WM 6.5 does make the WM
 platform easier to use but it’s still behind the curve. The price
of the HTC Touch2 does however place it close to the    entry-
level smartphone category, at R4999, perhaps  explaining its
deficiency of standout features. [TM]

Smartphones14 MOBILES
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HTC Touch2  

Resistive to change
The HTC Touch2 is the first handset spor�ng the new
Windows Mobile (WM) 6.5 OS we’ve had the chance to
review. The new mobile pla�orm was designed to
 replace the incredibly
 frustra�ng WM 6.1 OS,
with a greater focus on
 crea�ng an  easy-to-use
touch  interface for
users.

Devices like the Nokia 6710 Navigator
make the choice between a dedicated
GPS device and a converged GPS-
 cellphone a bit more difficult, since it
comes with a dedicated car kit, and a
device-life�me subscrip�on to Nokia’s
Drive Naviga�on. It’s also an excellent
travel companion for journeys
 overseas, as naviga�on isn’t only
 limited to South Africa, but also
 includes interna�onal maps. 

Smartphones 15MOBILES

Nokia 6710 Navigator

Go that way

The phone
A few quick words on the phone are
 necessary, since it includes a number of
good features, such as a radio, MP3 player,
RealPlayer for videos, the ability to set-up
email, and a five megapixel camera. It is
also HSDPA and Wi-Fi enabled, and runs on
the Symbian S60 platform, so not bad at all.
We did feel, however, that the 6710 could
have done with an extra inch added to its
2.6" screen, to make navigation easier.
When mounted in the car it takes a bit of
strain to follow what’s going on on the
 smallish screen, fortunately sound quality
was good enough for commands to be heard
with little difficulty. You should remember

that the device uses data during operation
for its mapping.

Maps 3.0
Nokia’s Maps 3.0 software is quite extensive
 and now includes satellite imagery, 3D land-
marks as well as weather updates for  certain
cities, and pedestrian navigation, which
comes in handy for exploring cities on foot.
The 6710 includes a dedicated Maps button,
a compass, as well as a zoom -in and -out
slider which works well on not only on the
 mapping, but also when browsing webpages. 

Search
Searching for a road can become a hassle as
the software is very particular about the area
you want to go to. Searching for  Arcadia
Street under Pretoria will bring no  results,
while looking underneath the specific suburb,
Hatfield, will. It makes searching for a road
without knowing the suburb or region it falls
under a big headache. 

Conclusion
The lifelong subscription to the Maps Drive
navigation service you receive with the Nokia
6710 is excellent, and so too is the
 availability of maps for overseas
 destinations. Even though the functionality
of Nokia’s Maps 3.0 is extensive, it doesn’t
make up for the hassles of searching for a
street without knowing the area and the fact
that the Navigator feels just too small to use
comfortably for in-car navigation. It comes
with an RRP of R5499 – R5999. [MJ]

With more and more people carrying music

on their phones, at times it's good to attach

a separate speaker to groove to the songs

on better sound. This capsule shaped

portable speaker is tiny in size, but surely

doesn’t discount on quality! Rechargeable,

with play time up to

5 hours.

The

Shop

The EGO, GEO and the

XWAY models can be fixed

on the air vent frame while

the FIX model can stick to

any plain surface. 

e-Slick Book Reader
Foxit's eSlick is the new generation's way

of reading textbooks, favourite novels,

 magazines and pretty much any and all

documents and images that can be 

converted to PDF. It is the 'slickest' 

 e-book device on the

market at 10mm

thick, weighing

only 180g!

Tetrax FIX

Tetrax GEO

Tetrax XWAY R399
R279
R139

Tetrax Mounting Kits

www.thegadgetshop.co.za
Divoom iTour-10 Speaker

R129

Jabra Bluetooth Speaker

The Jabra SP700 is a palm-sized

 speakerphone, geared towards use in the

car, that is compatible with any Bluetooth

 mobile  device. You can also play calls and

music from your mobile phone on your car

stereo via FM and

 Bluetooth

 transmission. R999R2999
Tel: (012) 346 2726 

Shop 64, Brooklyn Mall, Pretoria

Email: info@thegadgetshop.co.za www.thegadgetshop.co.za
Please note: Prices subject to change without notice. E & OE

SA’s best known independent

WIRELESS INTERNET
Service Provider

• The December subscrip�on is free – Pay only for the
Starter Pack.

• 50MB Free Data on Christmas Day.
• A Free Gi� with every purchase.
• Lucky draw to win one of 3 iPhones. Details of winners

to be published and contacted before Christmas Day.  So
that you can enjoy your Christmas gi� from Gogga on
Christmas Day – Entry to the Draw closes on 20
 December 2009 at 12pm.

www.goggaconnect.co.za
Call Centre No: 08600 GOGGA (46442)

Email: sales@goggaconnect.co.za

THE BEST DATA PRICING IN SA!

Conditions:
• Standard Terms and Condi�ons apply
• Dependant on Vodacom itemised billing and �mings
• Gogga Connect is not responsible for Network or Other billing delays
• User is responsible for monitoring his own data usage on the day
• Only valid un�l 20 December 2009

Have a Gogga Christmas!
New December 2009 Subscribers will

be eligible for the following:

All our exis�ng subscribers will be eligible for 50MB of Free
Data on Christmas Day. Skype your family members or send
Christmas photos to loved ones instead of the usual
 Christmas SMS.

Conditions:
• Standard Terms and Condi�ons apply.
• Dependant on Vodacom itemised billing and �mings.
• Gogga Connect is not responsible for Network or Other billing  delays.
• The user is responsible for monitoring his own data usage on the day.

GOGGA CHRISTMAS BONUS
7
1
0
 m

illio
n
. M

o
b
ile p

h
o
n
e su

b
scrib

ers in
 C

h
in

a.
T
h
e 

X
-r

ay
 m

ac
h
in

e.
 V

o
te

d
 a

s 
th

e 
m

o
st

 i
m

p
o
rt

an
t 

m
o
d
er

n
 d

is
co

ve
ry

 b
y 

p
ar

ti
ci

p
an

ts
 i
n
 a

 U
K
 S

ci
en

ce
 M

u
se

u
m

 p
o
ll.

 



This Aino turns into a media
 powerhouse once closed,  morphing

into a touch-screen that  gives you
 access to all your videos, music and
photos at the touch of a  finger. With 3"
of screen to play with, we can’t quite
understand why SE  didn’t extend the
touch-screen  experience across all of
the phone’s  operations.

Also included is a Bluetooth
 headphone adaptor and stand. We’re in
two minds on the adaptor since having
a wireless connection with a 3.5 mm
jack is great, but you don’t have a 3.5
mm jack on the device itself, which
means the headphone adaptor becomes
one more thing to remember when
going out if you want to use your own
 headphones.

The Aino also includes Wi-fi, personal
 navigation software and a so-so eight
megapixel camera, so it really is
stacked full of features. We do feel that
its R6999 price tag is a bit expensive. 

MOBILES Cellphones16

Sony Ericsson Aino

Ain’t no smartphone

The W205’s features include a very
 capable MP3 player, FM radio and

TrackID music recognition technology.
While the W205’s speakers and
 provided earphones offer adequate
sound we missed a 3.5 mm jack for
our own headphones.

Onboard you have a boring 1.3
megapixel camera and a paltry 5 MB
of memory, which can be expanded
up to 2 GB. No memory card or data
cable is included. Battery life is good
since there’s no Wi-Fi and 3G drain-
ing the phone’s juice, with a  decent
nine hours of talk time and standby
up to 425 hours. 

At R999, the W205 offers a good
music experience and a capable phone
for anyone constrained by a budget,
but it would have been nice to see a
 memory card and data cable included. 

Not all of us can afford to get the latest and greatest
 cellphones out there, but this doesn’t
mean there are not affordable
phones available with some sharp
features such as a decent music
player.

Sony Ericsson W205

A good music phone
for the massesAt this stage the Sony Ericsson Aino is the closest thing

you’ll get to the much rumoured PSP phone, since it
can stream media content from your PS3 over Wi-Fi or
HSDPA. This is done with hassle we might add, and
only media, no games. cache, 800 MHz), with the Intel  Graphics Media

Accelerator 4500MHD also  present. Our model
contained 2 GB worth of RAM, which we thought
might struggle to cope with Vista Business, but

handled it without hassle. Overall the machine gave a  wonderful
Vista experience, and we’re quite sure that it will handle
 Windows 7 even better. 

Connectivity
As far as connectivity options are concerned the X301 offers the
whole gamut, since it includes not only Wi-Fi but also 3G
 connectivity via a SIM card and of course Bluetooth and a LAN
port. Included on the side and back are three USB ports, a VGA
connection and a DisplayPort to connect to other monitors or
displays. We would’ve loved to see a SD card reader, but alas,
one wasn’t included. 

The DVD-burner on the side came as a bit of a surprise, since
a lot of the ultra-portable laptops don’t include one. It, of
course, also includes Lenovo’s ThinkVantage software which
 allows you to manage your wireless settings, configure battery
life, rejuvenate your system as well as back-up your data. 

While the Lenovo ThinkPad X301 should get any ThinkPad
fan’s heart racing with its ultra-portable design,  processing
power and SSD, its price puts it in the range where selling one
of your kidneys might just cover it. Get the X301 for a whopping
R21 500 (incl VAT) from Laptop City on 012-663-1155. [MJ]

When Chinese computer manufacturer
Lenovo purchased IBM’s compu�ng
 division in 2005 they put a lot of effort
into maintaining the respectability of the ThinkPad
brand and taking it forward. This has  culminated in the
ThinkPad X301, an ultra-portable  laptop so scrump�ous
that it will undoubtedly become the object of desire for
many ThinkPad fans. 
Size and weight

It’s wonderful to see a ThinkPad squeezed into such a small
body. This ultra-portable laptop comes with a 13.3" screen

with LED backlight, it weights just 1.42 kg and at 23 mm thick
it’s the thinnest ThinkPad ever. 

The weight of the laptop is partly due to the solid-state drive
(SSD) technology on offer which replaces the regular hard disk
drive. SSD technology is dead quiet, boots up really quickly and
it’s less prone to damage on impact, but at this stage it’s still
 expensive, increasing with bigger capacity. The model we tested
only had 128 GB worth of space, which for business purposes
should be sufficient.

Intel inside
Lenovo didn’t skimp on the technology inside the X301. It runs
on the Intel Core2 Duo SU9400 processor (1.40 GHz, 3 MB L2

Lenovo X301 notebook

Object of

17PC HARDWARENotebooks

Desire

Core 2 Duo 1.86 GHz
2048 MB RAM
250 GB Hard Drive
DVD-Writer
Wireless LAN
Bluetooth
15.6" LCD Display
Windows 7 
Professional

012-663-1155 | www.laptopcity.co.za l sales@laptopcity.co.za

1292 Heuwel Avenue l Centurion, 0157 l (Next to GWM) l Prices Quoted are CASH or EFT only!

Laptop Chargers

Laptop Batteries

R330
From

R980
From

R25 990

HP Elitebook 8530W Acer Extensa 5635 HP 4310s Dell Vostro A860

HP Compaq 610 HP Compaq 610 Acer Aspire ONE

R7890 R8990 R6900

R4999 R6900 R6450

Core 2 Duo 2.8 GHz
2048 MB RAM
320 GB Hard Drive
DVD-Writer
Wireless LAN
Bluetooth
15.4" LCD Display
NVIDIA FX770M 512 MB VGA
Windows 7 Professional

Core 2 Duo 2.2 GHz
3072 MB RAM
320 GB Hard Drive
DVD-Writer
Wireless Lan
Bluetooth
15.6" LCD Display
Windows 7 
Professional

Core 2 Duo 2.2 GHz
2048 MB RAM
160 GB Hard Drive
DVD-Writer
Wireless LAN
Bluetooth
13.3" LCD Display
Windows 7 
Professional

Celeron M 2.1 GHz
1024 MB RAM
160 GB Hard Drive
DVD-Writer
Wireless LAN
15.6" LCD Display
Built in Webcam
Windows 7 Home Premium

Core 2 Duo 2 GHz
2048 MB RAM
320 GB Hard Drive
DVD-Writer
Wireless LAN
Bluetooth
15.6" LCD Display
Windows 7 
Home Premium

Intel ATOM 1.6 GHz
1024 MB RAM
160 GB Hard Drive
Wireless LAN
Built-in 3G
8.9" LCD Display
0.3 Mp built-in Webcam
Windows 7 Home Premium
With Free Bag

3 Fan Cooling Pad

R120

HP, Acer, Compaq, IBM, Dell, Fujitsu Siemens, Mecer, Sony, Asus, Toshiba, Packard Bell, LG, Lenovo, Proline, Gigabyte, Apple Mac, BenQ, Sahara, and many more….

Terms and Condi�ons apply. Stocks are
limited. E&OE. Product may vary from
 picture. Prices may change  without no�ce
due to Rand Dollar  fluctua�ons. All prices
quoted are cash or EFT only and Incl VAT. All repairs done in our workshop

So�ware l Hardware l Repairs l Upgrades l Projector Repairs l LCD Screen Repairs

www.omnilogsa.com

Two modes:
• It can call you when it detects sound in a room – ac�ng as an alarm.
• You can call it to manually monitor a room or listen in on conversa�ons.

For more informa�on
0861-66-66-66 • 011-954-5271  • sales@omnilogsa.com

Bug a room or office and listen in from your cellphone
The Omnilog Stealth Listener is a GSM device that works using a mobile
network. All you need is the device and a SIM card. 

Just insert a SIM card into the Stealth Listener, send a text message containing the
 ac�va�on code from your mobile phone and it is ready to use.

Easy Setup:
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When we first encountered the Acer  Aspire 5738G we were
rather sceptical. Two  problems  immediately sprang to

mind: 1) it’s going to be  expensive and 2) near
 pointless to buy as there is a lack of readily avail-
able 3D content. 

Hardware
We were surprised to find our
 suspicions were, for the most part,
unfounded.  Although the Aspire
5738G isn’t cheap, it’s well priced for
what you’re getting. It offers a 15.6"
display, 2.0 GHz Intel Core 2 Duo
P7350 CPU, 4 GB of RAM, a 500 GB
hard drive, and an ATI Radeon
 Mobility HD 4570 GPU. This on top of
its 3D  capabilities. A super  multi-
drive, Dolby optimised sound, full
 keyboard and HDMI port  complete
the 5738G’s solid  hardware offering.

3D Mode
Acer uses a rather novel 3D
technology that requires clear

3D glasses, a  polarised  display, and TriDef  software. The use
of TriDef  software is the most interesting bit about the
 notebook since, this cleverly allows you to view standard 2D
content in 3D mode. While viewing original 3D games and
movies (some came  preloaded) is more impressive, your old 
 library is given a new, 3D lease on life. However, we did find
viewing 2D content in 3D mode a case of trail and error. 

To play games on the notebook in 3D mode it is advisable
to first visit the TriDef forum to find information on where to
download drivers to get your game content popping off your
screen, but only content supporting DirectX 9 and up can be
converted to 3D. Keep in mind that the notebook is not a
 gaming rig, so  performance won’t be phenomenal. 

Conclusion
The Aspire 5738G didn’t fail to impress us, but we
did encounter a few issues. Viewing the display
from even a slight angle will distort the picture. The

glasses felt plasticky; a drop or
 accidental collision with a bum would
send them into a state of  disrepair.
We did find that the  novelty of a 3D
 notebook wears off rather quickly
with having to put on glasses
 whenever you want to switch over
to 3D mode a schlep. The  battery
life of the Acer was also
 disappointing. We  enjoyed no more
than two hours of  normal use.
These  issues aside, the  Aspire
5738G is a  really cool  notebook,

representing  another technologi-
cal  hurdle that’s been crossed. 

Buying one for R10 000
was unimaginable until now.
[TM]

3D movies have made a big splash at the box offices
this year with releases like UP 3D and Final Des�na�on
3D. They’ve excited fans and brought new life to an
 ailing industry. So when are we going to see 3D in our
homes? Well, the Acer Aspire 5738G is a 3D notebook
that is already available in South Africa. 

Acer Aspire 5738G

Alternative dimension 
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Not just because of its child-targeted
styling, but also its 9" touch-screen

which can be flipped over to offer tablet
PC functionality.   

The tablet touch functionality
provided a bit of a conundrum.
 Although you can open and close
programs with the provided stylus,
no virtual keyboard pops up
when you want to enter text,
like a web address for
 instance. There’s also no
hand-writing recognition
or note- taking programs.
This  severely hampers the
tablet functionality. 

That said, the Mecer
has a very competent
spec. It weighs only 1.2
kg and runs on Intel’s Atom
1.6 GHz processor with 1 GB
of RAM and a 60 GB hard drive.
It also includes two USB slots, a memory card slot, webcam
plus wireless LAN – quite impressive for such a small fellow. As
can be expected though, there’s no DVD-drive. 

Even though the Mecer is aimed at kids, if it had better
touch-screen functionality and a bigger keyboard, we would
have bought one. At R5499 from Computer Corporation
(08616-08616) it’s not the cheapest netbook around. 

Netbooks l Monitors22 PC HARDWARE

The Mecer Conver�ble Classmate isn’t
your run of the mill netbook. 

As such the LD220G looks a little different, since
it sits flat on the table and doesn't  include an

adjustable neck. The reasoning  behind this is
that the Lapfit can be put along side your
 notebook with you not having to move your
head from screen to secondary monitor. The
LD200 can also be tilted at similar angles to
your laptop’s screen.

The Samsung LD220G Lapfit monitor
looks extremely stylish and was an
 absolute pleasure to work on. As a
 secondary notebook monitor it seems
a bit specialised, and with no HD
ports it’s hampered in its usability.
If you want to hook it up to your
Xbox 360, and we do believe the
device lends itself to this with its
4 ms response time and 20 000:1
dynamic-contrast ratio, you can
only connect via low-def VGA.

Whether the Lapfit is really
that much easier to work on than
just a regular LCD monitor is also
debatable. Get it for  R1899 (incl
VAT) from Computer Corporation
on 08616-08616.

Samsung LD220G Lapfit monitor

First rate secondary display
It’s interes�ng to see a monitor being punted specifically
as a secondary monitor, and in the case of
 Samsung’s 21.5" LD220G, more  narrowly as a sec-
ondary notebook monitor.

Mecer Convertible Classmate

Netbook takes a Tablet

PC HARDWAREDesktop Virtualisation 

Max # of users /pc
11 (2 kits + PC)

Max # of users /pc
31 (30 terminals + PC)

X550 KIT

L230 Terminal

<<

Share the POWER of a single PC
with up to 30 Users AND SAVE …

Official importer and distributor of NComputing Products

CALL: 011 465-7952
Email: info@ncs.co.za
Web: www.ncs.co.za

Over 300,000 seats sold in South Africa

Business: Call Centres, Offices, Travel Agencies, Showrooms

Billing software
for internet
cafes

Management 
software for 
Education and 
Corporate

Education: Schools, Training Centres, Universities, Colleges

Public Access: Libraries, Conference Centres & Internet Cafes, Expo’s

We recommend TrueCafé and LanSchool Software

1 watt 
PC

The

23
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The new reality of desktop computing
Winner of the Wall Street Journal’s Technology Innovation
Award, NComputing, Inc. was founded with the goal of making
desktop computing affordable for everyone. They are
 transforming corporate IT and helping companies of all sizes to
survive and thrive, bringing affordable computing to emerging
markets for the very first time. 

Many approaches to virtualisation
Most virtualisation technologies are expensive to acquire,
 implement, and maintain. NComputing is different because they
save you money from day one. Their desktop virtualisation
 technology allows up to 30 users to simultaneously use a single
computer – at a very low cost.

Up to 95% of PC power is wasted
This is possible since the average
PC user only needs about 5% of the
computer’s capacity. So you can cut
your costs (significantly), with
 products that are extremely easy to
use, simple to set up and maintain,
and incredibly eco-friendly too. Plus,

NComputing solutions can integrate with other machine
 virtualisation technologies to put hundreds of users on a single
server. You can even give each user their own virtual machine in
a one-to-one VDI configuration. This flexibility makes it easy for
NComputing to solve your toughest IT challenges whether
you’re deploying five seats or over 100,000 seats.

From one, many
Do you have more than one user account on your computer?
Maybe there’s a user account for you, a guest, and an
 administrator. While each person gets their own software,
 settings, screen colours, and so on, it is still only one person
that can use the PC at a time. Until now. NComputing vSpace
 desktop virtualisation software allows multiple user accounts to
be used at the same time by efficiently dividing the computer’s
resources into independent sessions.

How it works
There are three parts to the NComputing solution.

First is the vSpace software, which allows
standard Linux and Windows PCs to be
shared by multiple users  simultaneously.
With vSpace each person runs their own
 applications, just as if they have their own PC.

Second is the UXP communications protocol.
UXP is the method by which the desktop
 images and audio are sent to the access
 device and how the keyboard and mouse data is sent back to
the PC. UXP is highly efficient and excels at multimedia and
audio/video  synchronisation.

Third are the access devices. They are
 inexpensive, small, low-power, reliable,
durable boxes. On one side they plug into the
users’  peripherals (such as the keyboard, monitor and mouse),
on the other side, they connect via cables to the shared PC.

Because NComputing designs all three parts of the solution –
the virtualisation software, the communications protocol, and
the access devices – they are able to deliver the lowest cost and
best performance available.

For a low cost multi-user solution, phone NC Solutions on
011-465-7952 or visit www.ncs.co.za.

NComputing Desktop Virtualisation   

How desktop Virtualisation works
Advertorial
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OFFSITE DATA BACKUPS ARE CRITICAL TO YOUR BUSINESS.
NOT DOING THEM COULD COST YOU IN THE LONG RUN!!

TRUST BSF AS YOUR OFFSITE DATA BACKUP STORAGE PARTNER, WE HAVE BEEN AT THE 
 FOREFRONT OF OFFSITE DATA STORAGE FOR THE PAST 22 YEARS.

WE OFFER:
• COLLECTION OF YOUR DAILY / WEEKLY / MONTHLY BACKUPS
• 24 HOUR, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 365 DAYS A YEAR SERVICE
• GUARANTEED COLLECTION TIME WITHIN 15 MINS OF SCHEDULED TIME
• EMERGENCY LEAD TIME OF ONLY 90 MINS
• 24 HOUR MANNED OPERATIONS CENTRE
• TEMPERATURE - CONTROLLED VAULTS

Call us today, before it’s too late!!
TEL: 011 900 2406 Ask for Steve
For Express Service 
083 299 7157
E-mail: steve@bsf.co.za
Web: www.backupstorage.co.za

BACKUP STORAGE FACILITIES (PTY) LTD
Terms & conditions apply : Product displayed in pictures may vary from actual product : 

Subject to availability : E & OE : Offer valid from 1st – 31st December 2009 : BSF has the right to limit / replace any offer at its discretion. 

BRANCHES CONVENIENTLY LOCATED IN JOHANNESBURG, DURBAN AND CAPE TOWN.

STORE ‘N SCORE
Sign up a 12 month storage contract with us during the
month of Dec and receive a FREE 250GB External Hard Drive



TEL: 0861-462-782 
0861-GNCPTA

Email: info@gncholdings.co.za

A content client 
is a GNC 

Holdings client.

A COMPLETE SOLUTION TO
ALL YOUR OFFICE 

EQUIPMENT  REQUIREMENTS

What’s MY
Solu�on?

�
�
�
�
�
�

DIGITAL COPIERS
COLOUR COPIERS
PRINTERS
SCANNERS
FAX MACHINES
HIGH VOLUME 
DUPLICATORS

�
�
�
�
�
�
�

COMPUTERS 
NOTEBOOKS
PROJECTORS
PLASMA SCREENS
PABX SYSTEMS
NETWORK SYSTEMS
CCTV SYSTEMS

WE OFFER A COMPLETE SERVICE
ASSESS � SUPPLY � FINANCE � INSTALL 

� TRAIN � MAINTAIN

NOTEBOOK

FAX MACHINE

PLASMA SCREENPRINTER

PROJECTOR

DIGITAL COPIER

MFP24 PERIPHERALS

It can be difficult for an SME to decide between a centralised
Multifunction Printer (MFP) and an individual desktop printer.

The choice between colour and black & white further
 complicates things for cost-conscious business owners. It is
 advisable to look at your company’s unique operation and
structure when making these decisions. Sometimes it merely
boils down to the comfort of printing from your desk versus the
cost efficiency of a centralised MFP. MFPs of course offer other
benefits including better printing speed, better workflow and
security features.

MFP workflow
Every business can benefit from the latest available MFP
 technology in order to reduce costs, improve efficiency and
productivity, whilst enhancing document flow and quality of
printed documents. Some of the cost cutting features available
on MFPs include duplex printing, electronic filing systems,
 network / electronic faxing and of course scan-to-email
 functionality – all of which lower costs and speed-up the
 document flow. 

It is advisable to keep your desk printer for convenience and
back-up, but to channel the high volume documents to a
 centralised MFP. For example you can print a draft document on
your desk printer, review it and send the actual high  volume
print job to the MFP. An MFP has a lower cost-per-page and
also comes with various finishing options, which include
 electronic sorting, stapling, hole punching and saddle stitching.

Security
If security or confidentiality is of concern, rest at ease as most
new MFP’s boast an array of security features. Private print for
example allows a user to assign a PIN to a document prior to
printing it. The print job will be spooled to the MFP and stored
in memory until such time as the user ‘releases’ the print job at
the machine by entering the assigned PIN. Another  interesting
feature is called scheduled print where an exact date or time
can be allocated to a print job. The job will remain in memory
until the scheduled date or time and then  automatically print.

USB printing and scanning
Most MFPs today also include a USB port which turns your flash
disk into a digital passport to printing freedom. By using this
port, you open up an array of options such as scanning
 documents directly to USB, printing documents stored on flash
disks, and even emailing documents directly from the MFP.

If you have any queries on MFPs and their cost saving
 benefits contact Jaco Joubert from GNC Holdings on 
0861-462-782.  

Multifunction Printers

The benefits for SMEs
Jaco Joubert, from GNC Holdings, looks at some of the
features of MFPs that can benefit your company.
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Returning from vacation only to
find your servers with data and

back-ups gone can be a horrifying
experience. 

The AVTECH Room Alert 11ER provides an affordable
 solution to assist with monitoring computer room temperature,
 humidity and environmental monitoring in multiple locations. It
sends out alert notifications via email and SNMP, allowing you
to respond before something goes drastically wrong. The 11ER
can also be accessed via a web browser interface to view  real-
time sensor status from any internet connected device.
 Together with PageR Enterprise, it provides a network wide
 monitoring solution that can inform IT personnel of any
 outages or failures of systems via SMS and email.

With the current strong Rand, EDP Communications have
the devices and software at very good prices. Contact them on
012-811-0931 or visit www.avtech.co.za. 

The importance of having your server
room protected against power
 failures and high temperatures this
December will only be realised
when something goes wrong
over the holiday period. 

EDP Communications 
Server Room protection
for the holidays

Advertorial

The Plustek SmartOffice PS281 is a sheetfed
scanner that incorporates a 50 page

 automatic document feeder and scans
about 20 pages per minute. It can
also handle full colour documents,
 albeit at a slower speed, as well as
different document sizes, ranging
from A4 size down to business card
sized docs. The scanner comes
 bundled with some handy software
including Abbyy FineReader Sprint Plus to
 assist it with in optical character recognition (OCR) and
 DICapture to help with document management. R2399. 

Get both these scanners from ImageTEK on 
011-608-1964 (ask for Andrew).

Plustek Best Buys

Scanning for compliments
Plustek SmartOffice PS281 Scanner

Whether it’s for a single department in
a large corporation or for a

small to medium enterprise, if
you’re considering getting
years of old documents
 digitised or going paperless,
the Plustek Smart Office PL2546
is a good way to go. It’s not limited to
normal copy paper either and can accompany a variety of
 document sizes, including ID cards, credit cards and  drivers li-
censes. R4245.

Plustek Smart Office PL2546
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Create it. Think it. Print it.

ADVERTORIAL

How HP Print station helps
small businesses grow

 clientele, no matter the size. What makes
this so unique is the clientele which has
opted for the full use of their services.
RFM Design and Print is a preferred
 supplier of Old Mutual –  servicing their
marketing, branding and printing in
 selected regions. The service offerings
range from business cards,  wallpaper
printing, calendars, diaries, posters, light
boxes, point of purchase material and
even specialised  corporate gifting and
 vehicle branding. 

From strength to strength
Another store which is inspiring a market
shift is Colourworks Cape Town, based at
the Foundry Cape Town. Lesley
 Waterkeyn, owner of the Colourworks
Cape Town store explains that the  store-
in-store Print station allowed her to
 further craft her business model around
the creation and opportunities which have
been presented
through the HP
Print station.
Colourworks
 offers clientele
services
 ranging from

When Hewle� Packard developed
the HP Print sta�on concept, they
had one objec�ve in mind: to serve
an industry which had been
 neglected and forgo�en. The small
SME could never compete with the
giant corporate who could afford
high volume, professional quality
prints. HP wanted to change this,
and so the HP Print sta�on was born. 

HP created store-in-store concepts and
standalone service offerings which would
cater for the market. These HP   co-
branded stores operated by HP  partners,
offer high quality digital  printing services
primarily to business customers in the
small business and small office segments. 

The surprise
HP standalone stores offered a new kind
of service to the market, a market which
has grown from SME to corporate
 clientele within months. The first
 successful example of this market
 penetration is RFM Design and Print, a
Cape Town based store which operates
within a retail space in the Parow Centre,
Parow. Owners, Rowan and Ferial
Michaels, were the first partners which
were  approached by  Advanced Channel
 Technologies and HP for the deployment
of the HP Print station concept. Using the
widest range of HP technology, RFM
 Design and Print fills a unique position as
the flagship store. They offer a complete
range of branding solutions for all

marketing and events, design and
 printing. They too have had many
 successes since their HP Print station
 inception in May. Clients which were part
of their business before the Print station
creation have stuck with them and have
found added value in the use of the HP
Print station. Corporate clients like KPMG,
Saeco and Coffitaly find that by using the
design and printing services quantity
 versus quality is not undermined. 

Never forgetting the little guy
HP Print stations around the country still
strive to service the SME market who
needs smaller and more defined print
runs, the business traveller who can’t
load twenty documents on a plane when
travelling long distances, the entrepre-
neur wanting to hand in one tender
 document and now even the corporate
enterprise looking for defined and concise
delivery and professionalism.

For more information on the HP Print
 station programme contact HP’s partner
ACT on 011-695-1600 or email
 HPPrintStation@ACT3.co.za. Visit
www.hpprintstation.com to find out
about your nearest HP PSP store.

iPod speaker dockAUDIO VISUALRouters26 NET WORKING

It’s a battery operated,
wireless router with an

HSPA modem. What
this means is that
it’s a portable,
personal hotspot
that can support
access to the
 internet via 3G
connectivity for up to
five devices, connected
to it via Wi-Fi.

Light (81 g) and compact
(62 x 98 x 15.3 mm) you can
carry the MiFi with you anywhere. It’s
also incredibly simple to setup, only
requiring that you insert a SIM
card to access data, as you would in a cellphone, switch it on
and manage your setting via its locally hosted homepage. You
can change its SSID settings, manage port filtering, port for-
warding and mac address filtering and use WEP, WPA or WPA2
to prevent unauthorised connections to your network.

It’s also rather versatile as it can be used as a wireless
router, a USB modem and a basic but portable NAS device with
its 16 GB microSD slot. The MiFi even comes with A-GPS  built-
in, making it useful for using location based services via your
notebook. It’s rather pricey though at R2000, available from
 Altech Autopage Cellular outlets. 

The MiFi 2352 is one of the smartest
gadgets we’ve seen all year

MiFi 2352 wireless router

Personal hotspot

The quality of the
sound is excellent

and the volume that the
speakers produce is good enough to
use in the living room to play music at a house party or braai.
The dock also charges your iPhone or iPod while it’s plugged
in.  

On top of the Sony ICF-C1iP there is a superfluity of
 controls, which in our opinion detracts from the slick design we
are used to coming from Sony.

We found that the Sony ICF-C1iP is easy to set up and use
and although the sound quality is good, it could do with
 improved bass. There’s also an auxiliary line input at the back
of the device if you want to blast music through another MP3
player. It comes with an RRP of R999. Phone Sony Client
Services on 011-690-3200 for more info. 

If you’ve been looking for a remedy for the Monday
morning blues or just need a good docking  sta�on for
your music,
then Sony’s
ICF-C1iP
Speaker
Dock/Clock
Radio for the
iPod and
iPhone may
be a good
 solu�on. 

Sony Speaker Dock ICF-C1iP MK2

Waking up to sweet sounds

WE COME TO YOU!
Computer problems?

We specialise in:

• MODEM/ROUTER SETUP & TESTING
• SOFTWARE INSTALLATIONS
• VIRUS REMOVAL
• SMALL NETWORKS
• HARDWARE TROUBLESHOOTING
• SOFTWARE
• SKYPE SETUP
• INTERNET PROBLEMS

pick up and drop off for problems
taking longer than 1 hour

012-368-1336  | 079-950-5196

FREE

What do your customers listen to

WHEN ON HOLD?

70% of callers are placed on hold.

60% of callers with silence, hang up.

30% will never call back!

Why use on hold messaging?
• Decrease caller hang-ups.
• Effec�ve voice on hold campaigns will reduce caller

hang ups by 45% and increase caller inquiries by 15%.
• Keep customer in the loop on new product and

 services by increasing their awareness.

Call TODAY for more informa�on
• eDev Systems Tyrone 082-854-9198
• OComm Doug 082-777-3191

THE FACTS

CALLERS PREFER ON HOLD 
MESSAGING TO SILENCE
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� Refill Training & Instruc�ons
� On-site Refills in JHB
� 100% New Generic Cartridges
� Original Cartridges
� Niche Refilling Products
� Franchise Opportuni�es
� Dealer & Affiliate Programs
� 7 Years Industry Know-How

www.thefillingstation.co.za
Richard 084 770 0602
ink@thefillingstation.co.za

Top Quality German Ink for refilling
(minimum 100ml)

Refill your own ink cartridges

and SAVE 90% or more

Cartridge chip rese�ers for Canon,
Epson and HP models

Refillable cartridges with Auto Reset
Chips for various brands

Gizmos28 GADGETS
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Looking for that special something, for that special
someone, who loves gadgets? Here are some of our
Best Buys for Xmas  sugges�ons. 

BEST BUYS
FOR XMAS

If you’ve ever tried to capture yourself
with your own camera you know it

can be a hit and miss  affair. For this
reason Samsung’s 12 megapixel ST500
includes a 1.5" LCD on its face, as well
as the main 3" touch sensitive display
at the back. R3595 from Computer
Corporation on 08616-08616.  

Samsung ST500 compact camera

Summer holidays are the best time to work
on all those YouTube videos you

 conceptualised during the year. Toshiba’s
Camileo S10 will get your YouTube  channel
stocked to the brim, since it’s small enough
to carry around anywhere, plus it can record
1080p HD video. Not bad for R1495. From
 Computer Corporation on 08616-08616. 

Gone are the days of shooting video
you can’t edit. MAGIX Video Easy is

one of the easiest ways for  amateurs to
start editing movies without fuss. Buy it
for R660 and get PC Check and Tuning to
the value of R450 free. Available from
Edusphere on 011-450-4578 or
www.edusphere.co.za.

MAGIX Video Easy

MiniDV offer two distinct advantages – the
first being that it’s relatively cheap when

 compared to the other formats. The other is
that it’s more durable than them as well. You
can experience the difference for just R290
From  Cameratron on 011-622-0556.

MiniDV video camera

Toshiba Camileo S10

Scanning on the fly, powered directly off your laptop – that’s
the luxury the Plustek M12 portable scanner affords. It

scans papers sized A4 down to business card size and comes
with a handy
travel pouch.
R999 form
ImageTEK on
011-608-1964. 

Plustek OpticSlim M12 Plus Scanner

cont... p30



The Black Piece is easy to handle, and shoots
 accurately over a distance of 15 to 20 meters, at

an average speed of ±380 feet (±116 meter) per second,
 giving you a fighting chance against would-be attackers. The
magazine can hold ten pepper-balls – Foray Security’s Counter-
force Pepper-ball is one of the most potent
pepper-balls  available on the market.

The pistol can also be converted into a
full paintball marker by adding a bottom
line and hopper adapter at an affordable
price. The Duel Black Piece pistol kit
 retails for R1900 but for a limited period
this Christmas Kit which  includes a Duel
Black Piece pistol, 10 Duel Counterforce
Pepper-balls, 50 rubber  training rounds
and 10 gas canisters costs only R1799.
Free delivery anywhere in South Africa.

Contact Breyten at Foray Security on
   082-877-9851 or 012-756-1278.

Don’t be
caught
 unarmed –
protect
 yourself and
your loved ones
with Foray Security’s Duel Black
Piece  pistol. The best part? No license
is  required.

Duel Black Piece Pepper Pistol 

Protect yourself

30 GADGETS

Advertorial

It’s always astounding to
see how far a simple

idea and elegant design
can go. This petite phone
holder from Tetrax
 attaches any portable
 device to your car’s air
vent frame. The clever
magnet system ensures your phone, iPod or GPS
are perfectly organised and secured. Get it from
The G.A.D.G.E.T. Shop on 012-346-2726 for
R279. 

techsmart.co.za l December 09

BEST BUYS
FOR XMAS

So how will you be connecting to
the net this vacation? Mecer’s

WM81 3.75G HSUPA USB Modem
gives you instant, high-speed
 access to the net, with a download
rate of 7.2 Mbps, SMS capability, a
phonebook and even a micro SD card reader. It’s available for
R1200 from Laptop City on 012-663-1155. 

Mecer USB Modem

This slim black speaker phone clips
onto your sun visor and allows you

to handle your calls and listen to music
from your phone through the car
stereo. Super convenient integrated
noise  reduction and up to 14 hours
talk time leave the Jabra triumphant
on the  subject of  performance, and
one better than a R500 “talking on your cellphone” fine. Get it
at The G.A.D.G.E.T. Shop on 012-346-2726 for R999. 

Jabra SP700 Bluetooth speaker phone

Tetrax GEO cellphone holder

If you’ve once again failed miserably to
get past the first Idols audition, it’s

time to give up and try the next best
thing – Karaoke. Lips for the Xbox 360 is
certainly one of the most entertaining
singing titles available. The Lips combo
pack includes the Number One Hits game
plus two wireless mics – one for you with

the golden voice, and a back-up one just in case the other one
breaks under the strain of your voice. R699 from 
Computer Corporation on 08616-08616. 

Lips Number One Hits Combo Pack

Mozzies and flies can be the scourge
of any vacation. Luckily you have

the Jolt bug zapping racquet to not only
hit bugs with, but also to zap them with a
charge of  electricity on  impact. Killing bugs
was never this much fun. R130 from The
G.A.D.G.E.T. Shop on 012-346-2726.

The Jolt Bug Zapper

Gizmos



Kaspersky
Internet Security

2010

Kaspersky
Anti-Virus

Kaspersky Internet Security
2010 automatically protects
you and your family at all
times – whether you work,
bank, shop or play online.

• Scans files, web pages, emails
and IM messages as you
download, open, run or save
them

• Prevents identity theft,
 keeping your logins and
 passwords Secure Improved!

• Safeguards wireless networks
and warns you about
 unsecured Wi-Fi connections

• Prevents your PC from being
hijacked by cybercriminals

Kaspersky
Mobile

Kaspersky
Open Space

Security
Security

2010
Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010
provides the basic tools
needed to protect your PC.

World-class security for
smartphones: at home, at
work, on the move.

World-class enterprise  security
solution for your business.

• Scans files, web pages,
emails and IM messages as
you download, open, run or
save them

• Monitors applications and
blocks them if suspicious
 behaviour is detected
Improved!

• Prevents your PC from being
hijacked by cybercriminals

• Updates on schedule and as
new threats appear

• LOCATES lost or stolen phones
• SECURE contacts, photos and

files, even on stolen phones
• PARENTAL CONTROL with

  SMS-Find
• PROTECTS against mobile

 cybercrime

• Kaspersky Work Space Security –
Protection for your workstations and
smartphones

• Kaspersky Business Space Security
– Protection for your workstations,
 smartphones and Servers

• Kaspersky Enterprise Space Security
– Protection for your workstations,
 smartphones, servers and mailboxes

• Kaspersky Total Space Security –
Protection for your workstations,
smartphones, servers, mailboxes
and gateways

Tel: 012-665-2513 | Fax: 012-665-0509
E-mail: info@africasd.com
Website: www.africasd.com

For dSLRs this ability was truly revolutionary. The mirrored
construction of dSLRs does not allow for the long exposure

on the image sensor needed to shoot video, plus for video the
camera also needs vast processing power to deal with the
amount of data coming from a 12 megapixel sensor. As with
most limitations placed on technology it was always only a
question of time before a breakthrough was made.

The D90 did it in style. True, it could not autofocus when
shooting video, and the video was recorded in 720p, not full
HD, but the market loved it. Canon followed and one-upped
Nikon with their EOS 5D Mk II that included the ability to
record full 1080p video at 30fps. The floodgates opened and
now you’ll even find HD video capabilities on entry level
models such as the Canon EOS 500D and com-
pact cameras.

For film-makers HD video on dSLR brought
with it a revolution in the way movies could be
shot. No more expensive hiring of a myriad of
video cameras with different types of  lenses –
just buy a dSLR with HD shooting capabilities,
and change from wide-angle to zoom lens on
the fly (see our interview with movie producer
James Carroll on p37).

Another recent development in dSLR technology has caused
a lot of excitement. On their D3S Nikon upped the ISO range
to a massive 102,400 (the standard  having been about 3200).
This means the ability to shoot in extremely low levels of am-
bient light, which from a cost  perspective benefits film makers
even more since no  expensive lighting rigs need be hired.

It didn’t take long for the usefulness of this technology to
become apparent. Just search for HD video on Flickr.com and
browse through the thousands of results. There is also more
professional content out there. Documentary film maker
 Danfung Dennis shot his Afghanistan documentary, Battle for

Hearts and Minds
(http://battleforheartsandminds.com/), on an HD

dSLR, while the honour of the first complete feature
film shot on HD dSLR belongs to Searching for Sonny
(http://searchingforsonny.com). The work of
Pulitzer Prize winning  photographer Vincent Laforet
is also a must, just to see how good these dSLR re-
ally are. His commercial shorts for the Canon EOS
5D Mark II (http://tinyurl.com/n5njvz) and his
 recent effort on the EOS 1D Mark IV
(http://tinyurl.com/yh7ssfo) are astounding.
[MJ]

THE BIG ISSUE HD Video on dSLRs32

HD Video on dSLRs
On 27 August 2008 Japanese camera manufacturer
Nikon dropped a bombshell on an unsuspec�ng camera
world. Their latest digital single lens reflex (dSLR)
 camera, the 12 megapixel D90, included a feature that
no DSLR had before – the ability to record video in high
defini�on (HD).
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MAGIX Xtreme Web Designer 5 brings together a complete
solution that combines the advantages of template-based

building block systems with a number of unique advantages
for completely flexible design of websites, animations, and
web graphics including text layout, image  optimisation, free
 expandability, publishing, and much more. 

Everything you’ll need for
 creating your own website or to
update your present website
software in a single easy-to-use
 program.

The software will allow you
to create homepages  intuitively,
and quickly design Flash ani-
mations, easily create  internet
graphics,  publish on any FTP
server and as an added bonus
gain free hosting space of up to
500 MB of online storage 
where the  address will, for
 example be: 
http://yourname.magix.net.
To find out more please visit
www.edusphere.co.za or
phone them on 011-450-4578.

Web Creation 35SOFT WARE

Browse over to www.google.co.za/maps and you’ll not
only find updated maps of the big cities like Pretoria,

Durban,  Johannesburg and Cape Town, but also the ability to
 generate driving directions, a My Maps facility to create
maps with your own places of interest, as well as support for
finding, and  listing local businesses. 

Local Business Centre
For business owners the addition of Google Maps’ Local
 Business Centre (www.maps.google.com/lbc) creates an
opportunity to not only list their businesses on Maps, but
also to provide details such as opening hours, credit cards
 accepted, telephone numbers and photos. 

Users of Maps are then able to access this info online via
their PCs or cellphones when searching for the appropriate
service. Since Google is dependent on user generated
 content for the growth of Local Business Centre, this listing
is  completely free of charge, and a must-do for all 
businesses. 

Driving Directions
Driving directions to and from places in South Africa has also
been enhanced. Turn by turn directions are available as well

Google Maps SA

Fresh look at Google Maps SA
If you’ve always enjoyed Google Maps, but found the
South African maps a bit limited in func�onality, you’ll
love Google’s latest addi�ons to their service. 

as estimated travel times, with the ability to reroute simply
by dragging and dropping the route suggested by Google
Maps. It’s not only drivers that will benefit from this, but also
 people who walk, since walking directions within  certain
cities can also be requested. 

My Maps
Users of the Google Maps South Africa beta can also create
their own personalised maps, with the ability to make it
 public or keep it private. A number of South African
 celebrities  including the band Freshlyground and singer
Thandiswa Mazwai have already created their own maps.
These maps  include their favourite places to eat and drink,
nice walks to take and places to see in and around the cities
they live in.  

There is a certain sense of urgency driving the Google
South Africa team to get Maps ready for the FIFA World Cup.
At the launch of the new service Steven Newton, country
 manager for Google South Africa, discussed their plans for
Google Maps with Street View for South Africa to be up and
running before the 2010 FIFA World Cup. This will bring
Google Maps South Africa on par with the best on offer over-
seas. [MJ]

Web Service INTERNET

If you want to create your own website, but can’t
afford the services of a professional web designer,
then MAGIX Xtreme Web Designer 5 should be the
perfect  solu�on for you. 

MAGIX Xtreme Web Designer 5

You can design like a pro!

December 09 l techsmart.co.za 

• Avoid moving the notebook while it’s switched on. 
• Don’t use the hibernate mode when travelling with your

notebook, rather use sleep mode or preferably a shut down. 
• When working, ensure stability on a firm, even surface with

all cables tucked away. 
• Carry your notebook in a well padded bag and when

 travelling in the car ensure that it can’t move around. 
• Ensure that all air vents are unobstructed when switched

on, this ensures proper cooling. 
• Replace the battery as soon as possible should the battery

life fall below 10 minutes. 
• Install surge arrestors on all power and data cables. 
• Do not leave power and data cables plugged in during 

 thunder storms or when expecting any power failures or
spikes. 

• Do not use the keyboard as a resting place for your fist
when expressing your frustrations. 

Contact Tecleo on 0860-600-800 or visit 
www.datarecovery.co.za should you be a victim of any
 potential data loss situation.

Tecleo Data Recovery

Keeping notebook
data safe and sound

Safety TipsDATA RECOVERY

Henk Smit, from Tecleo
Data Recovery Lab, gives

some quick �ps on how to
minimise exposure to data
loss when using a notebook.

Consilia Consult

QlikView Powered By Consilia Consult
Consilia Consult is a Business Intelligence (BI)  consul�ng
company that provides organisa�ons with QlikView
 solu�ons, the world’s fastest growing BI  Company and
South Africa’s preferred BI tool, according to the 2008
ITWeb survey.

34
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Business IntelligenceSOFT WARE

Consilia Consult is a professional consulting and  training
company that specialises in the fields of QlikView,  Business
Intelligence and Performance  Management  Solutions.

Let Consilia Consult show you how QlikView can  provide
you with a new level of operational clarity and strategic
 insight. Let us enable you to harness, analyse and get real
value from your ERP and sundry data in a way you never
thought was possible. 

Consilia Consult (Pty) Ltd Building 11, Pinewood Office Park, 33 Riley Road,
Woodmead Ext 3 l P O Box 5755, 

Rivonia, 2128, South Africa
Telephone: 011-023-1341

Website: www.consilia.co.za

Advertorial

Advertorial
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Naldus Pienaar, managing director of Consilia Consult, says
that QlikView is one of the most exciting software

 solutions to hit the market. “Imagine navigating through all
your  multidimensional sales or operational data in the same
way you would play with the globe in Google Earth. Imagine
 interrogating 20 million lines of data and being able to get to
any answer with just six clicks. The QlikView rule is to let the
data tell you where to go next. It is called guided analysis,
where QlikView will keep on bringing the exceptions to the
fore and provide the user with the ability to drill down,
change the perspective, change the focus and adjust the
level of detail.”

A big part of QlikView’s success can be accredited to its
 intuitive interface and its ease of use. Training users for
QlikView takes just two hours, but users generally grasp the
basics within the first 30 minutes.

The price you ask? About half the price of traditional BI,
in a quarter of the time, and adding in most cases, double
the value.

For more information on Consilia Consult please visit
www.consilia.co.za or call Alfie on 011-023-1341.



Times are tough and not all of us are des�ned for a bit
of seaside leisure. But there’s always the internet. Enjoy
our special vaca�on Web Time Wasters – the  Stay at
Home Edi�on. 

CouchSurfing
www.couchsurfing.org

You’re planning a holiday in
 Europe but your cash is limited.

The ticket alone will cost a fortune
and cheap accommodation is rare.
Why not try CouchSurfing? It’s a

network of people from all around the world who offer free
 accommodation in their own home. On couchsurfing.org
you can find accommodation, contact hosts or become one
 yourself. 

Vimeo
www.vimeo.com

YouYube has a beautiful sibling –
Vimeo. If you like cool clips and

short movies that have more
 content than regular YouTube posts,
then this is your site. Arty videos

and creative filming techniques are on display from and for
film lovers. 

Block Posters
www.blockposters.com

Many of us have awesome holiday
pics that would look great as a

poster at home. blockposters.com
helps you  create your own big
poster for free. Once you’ve

 uploaded a pic on the site, you can choose a poster size and
the program will cut your pic into A4 sized pieces which you
download as a PDF file and then print out and frame together.  

December Web Time Wasters

The Stay 
at Home Edition

36 WebsitesINTERNET
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OMGPOP
www.omgpop.com

OMGPOP contains a variety of flash games that you can
play by yourself, against others or invite friends to play

with you. It features extremely addictive games such as Hit
Machine, Letterblox and Balloono which have been played
more than 91 million times and wasted more than 2.5 million
hours.  

He claims that the
 creative anarchy

of the internet is in
danger  because
 people are  embracing
appliances –
 connected device with
 proprietary, closed
systems like the iPhone and Kindle. People are abandoning
the “generative” internet because of the security issues
 associated with it. As appliances are closed systems, they
are far less vulnerable to threats and consequently are
 growing in popularity. 

The future of the internet is a gripping exploration of the
development of the internet and a dystopian examination of
where it is going. Exploring the legal and social  implications
that moving to a closed system includes, Zittrain attempts to
point the way forward to an internet that can  retain its
 generative spirit while offering more security. 

Published by Penguin. R190 from all good bookstores.

techsmart.co.za l December 09

The internet as we
know it – open,
free and
unchecked – is in
peril, so claims
Jonathan Zi�rain,
 professor of
 internet
 governance at
 Oxford University. 

Promotion runs from 1 – 31 December 2009

To enter this promotion go to 
www.techsmart.co.za

Courtesy of

BITDEFENDER XMAS

GIVE-AWAY!

Night Drive is a locally produced  horror movie, starring
amongst others Chris Beasley from Isidingo. What makes
the movie interes�ng is that it was shot en�rely on dSLR
cameras using onboard HD video func�onality. We spoke
to the film’s producer James Carroll about how this
 differed from shoo�ng on regular video cameras. 

On which dSLR cameras did you shoot the movie?
Night Drive was shot on two Canon 5D Mark II cameras with
various lenses.

How did shooting on digital cameras differ from
 shooting on regular video cameras?
In recent months these little still cameras have become the
darlings of the local film industry. Essentially they are     high-
end still cameras which also have the ability to shoot 2K
(higher than HD) picture at 30 frames per second (fps).  

What challenges did you encounter?
It was necessary to run separate sound as the cameras have
only a rudimentary microphone – but we shot on multiple
 cameras so it made sense to slate every shot for sync later.
Conversion from 30 fps to 25 fps is very time-consuming but
no more than RED or other HD formats.

But the benefit to cost was significant?
By using Canon 5Ds, we could get away by using far less
lights and generators, and it proved to be cheaper than other
2K or 4K digital video systems. Due to the size of the
 cameras we were able to build body-mount and camera rigs
to get into places that few films on our budget level have

managed to do. It’s insane to think that we are producing
footage that can compete against high-end rigs on a digital
video budget!

How many GB worth of data did you shoot per day?
We shot roughly 50 GB of data a day. This data was backed
up onto separate drives. The 5D shoots a compressed H.264
video file which has to be converted from 30 fps to 25 fps.
 Altogether we shot roughly 5 TB of footage which increased
to 8 TB after conversions to ProRes QuickTime.

So would you say that HD functionality on dSLRs is
changing the game?
Absolutely. Once firmware upgrades come out that will allow
different frame rates, I think the more established camera
platforms are going to be given a run for their money.

Tell us a bit about Night Drive and when will it open in
SA?
The movie is a gritty South African thriller/horror where an
eclectic mix of tourists is left stranded during a night drive. It
is only when they realise that they are being hunted by a
group of poachers that the terror truly begins. We are looking
at releasing country wide in theatres around May 2010.

Industry Expert INTERVIEW

90 days
 subscrip�on to
BitDefender
 Internet  Security
2010 (1 user
 version) for all
 TechSmart
 readers.
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The future of the
 internet by Jonathan
 Zittrain
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The witty but daring Nathan Drake is back as the main
 protagonist. Along with the other characters in the game, like

Flynn the smarmy Brit, sexy Chloe with a hidden agenda and “a
spade is a spade” Sully, he adds life to the game. The voice
 acting is second to none and the game’s cut scenes get you
caught up in the narrative in a way we’ve rarely experienced. 

Treasure hunting 
The fact that the storyline is solid “treasure hunting” stuff; part
history lesson, part fantasy adds further to its appeal. The look
of the whole game brings the presentation together  superbly
with some of the best graphics we’ve seen on the platform, the
snow and foliage for instance are outstanding.

Gameplay
There’s little point to a game that has a good story line and
looks good if the gameplay  doesn’t match.  Uncharted 2 delivers
on this front as well. You get to face goons of every sort, and
take them down with stealth; engage in a  little hand-to-hand
combat; or shoot ‘em up with  everything from a tranquiliser to a

Games are perhaps the only
 entertainment media in which sequels
are rou�nely superior to the original,

with Uncharted 2: Among Thieves a prime example.
While the first received cri�cal acclaim, Among Thieves
be�ers it in every way possible. 

Uncharted 2: Among Thieves 

One to watch

mini-gun. The game even features a  decent cover system with
Drake able to manoeuvre round  corners while keeping cover or
flip over tables to create his own.

Environments and puzzles 
Beyond the combat there are the environmental challenges of
scaling walls, trains and sewers to contend with. Moving through
numerous and varied environments from snow capped  mountains
to urban jungles is great fun, with the  environments often  
offering a number of ways to go about completing your
 objectives. The game is also loaded with  puzzles of the more
challenging kind. Clues to solving puzzles are accessed via
Drake’s notebook, often spanning a number of doodle covered
pages. We found the  puzzles to be some of the best we’ve come
across. 

Uncharted 2 is the PS3 game to watch in coming months.
 Beyond the rather full story mode, there’s the multiplayer  offering
which could have been a standalone release. It’s fun to play, has
a solid storyline and offers a variety of action and  adventure. [TM]

PSP Go

PSP Go(es) for a Workout

The Tale of the Tape

PSP go
128 x 69 x 16.5 mm 
158 g 

Nintendo DS Lite
133 x 73.9 x 21.5 mm
218 g 

It would appear that Sony hired Rocky’s trainer to give
their PSP a much needed workout, since it shed some
weight, and Sony’s propriety UMD-drive, to take on the
champion – Nintendo’s DS range.

Hardware
The PSP Go with its sliding screen isn’t just better looking than
the conventional PSP, it’s smaller and lighter too, making it the
most “pocket friendly” PSP available. The 3.8" LCD screen is a
little smaller than the previous PSPs, but the difference really
isn’t noticeable when playing games.

Software
The Go also offers solid multimedia portability since you can
playback video, digital music, and view your photos. Web
 surfing and data entry on the Go is a little unpleasant because
of the amount of button-bashing you have to do while entering
information. All gaming and multimedia content is accessible on
the 16 GB of internal memory or a memory card. You can either
download software off the PlayStation Store directly to the PSP
Go or transfer data from your PC or PlayStation 3. The Go has a
built-in microphone and comes with Skype pre-installed, so you
are able to chat with your friends via the built-in Wi-Fi.

User-interface
Another improvement over the other PSPs is the pause game

feature, which is selected by hitting the PS button during
 gameplay in the bottom left corner of the screen. This will bring
up a menu in which you can select Pause Game to essentially
freeze your game. It takes almost ten seconds to pause, but it
remains a very useful feature when taking a break while
 accessing some of your other media files. 

The PSP Go retails for R3299, making it more expensive
than the PSP 3000 and not much cheaper than the PS3 Slim. If
you have a PSP already you probably won’t want to upgrade to
the Go, since you won’t be able to use your current PSP’s
games on it. But if you are looking for a portable gaming device
with plenty of multimedia functionality, then the Go is definitely
worth considering, if you can afford it that is. [HD]

PSP 3000 
169 x 71 x 19 mm 
189 g 
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info.sa@iomega.com

ScreenPlay 
Director, HD Media

Player, Internet Edition,
SB/AV/Ethernet

ScreenPlay TV
Link Director

• Plug in your flash drive or    
portable hard drive to the TV    

Link and enjoy photos, videos, 
and music on your TV

• Full 1080p HD
• Direct access to online media sites

• Network connectivity

www.iomega.com
Available at all leading retailers

• High quality video and audio to enjoy your digital 
movies, music or photos on your high definition TV 

• HD playback up to 1080i

ScreenPlay Plus, HD
Media Player, USB/AV

Enjoy the convenience of watching digital files on your home
theatre or TV without being connected to the computer.

It’s Showtime!

• View movies on your HDTV
• Store and access media files on your home network 
• Direct access to online media sites
• Torrent compatible



Setup fee Free

Monthly cost  R49.00 (VAT Inclusive)

Buy Additional Bandwidth Yes

Cost Per Additional GB R49.00 (VAT Inclusive)

Payment Methods Credit Card / Debit Order

Recurring Monthly Service Yes

No Contracts You may cancel at any time*

Telephonic Support Yes

Email Support Yes

Usage Statistics Yes

Location Locking Available

Concurrent Connections 4

Dynamic IP Automatically assigned

Local & International Access Yes

Port Shaping Yes

Uplink Provider SAIX

ADSL line Excludes line rental

POP3 Email Accounts 5

Virus Scanning Yes

SPAM Filtering (SpamAssassin) Yes

SMTP Relay Yes (smtp.saix.net)

Webmail Yes

* All services are subject to terms and conditions.

E & OE. All names and trademarks are the

 property of their respective owners.

For full details visit www.webonline.biz or call us on 0861-666-555

Affordable broadband is now within your grasp with
the Webonline 1GB ADSL account tailored for the
home user or student who needs the power of 
broadband at their fingertips.

R49.00
(pm VAT Inclusive)

GET AFFORDABLE BROADBAND TODAY
Webonline 1GB ADSL ACCOUNT

Paying too
much for
hosting?

Have a look at our 

16 new exciting 

hosting  packages


